
Jersey City, NJ, US 
Rev. Sam & Emily Perez 

We are grateful to the Lord to report that Grace 
Reformed Church of Jersey City celebrated four 
years of ministry this past September. There were 24 
core group members at our first worship service. Since then, 
we have doubled in size to 51 persons (32 members and 19 
regular attendees). Of the 19 regular attendees, 14 have been 
attending since 2016 and will be part of a new membership 
class this October. We’re excited that Christ’s church has been 
growing in this manner!

Though the congregation has been blessed with many cov-
enant children over our four years, we would like to see more 
adults and their children come to know Christ. Please pray that 
we would have the privilege of seeing many adults be trans-
formed by Christ’s power and profess Him as their Lord and 
Savior in our midst.

Being a part of the New York metropolitan area, there’s al-
ways a bit of transience in our midst. Some students wor-
ship with us until the end of their academic studies and 
then return home. Some folks relocate for reasons of work. 
Some find our worship and teaching refreshing for a season, 
only to then move on to something they consider more pal-
atable. Please pray that we would continue to forge ahead 
and minister God’s truth and mercy to all He sends our way, 
for however long they stay.

We are experiencing some financial hardships as a congrega-
tion. Our overseeing congregation is working with us to piece 
together a long-term, sustainable, and viable financial plan. 
Please help us pray that God would provide for the church’s 
material needs.

This year, we have experienced some congregational and 
shepherding hardships. We thank God for all He sends our way 
(even extreme trials), knowing that He is our good, covenant-
keeping Savior and King, and the Great Shepherd of His sheep.

We are always encouraged to hear from our United Reformed 
Church family!

All correspondence and support should be sent to:

924 Bergen Ave. #272
Jersey City, NJ 07306
merfny@gmail.com

If you would like to visit us, our Sunday worship takes place at:

240 Fairmount Ave
Jersey City, NJ 07306

In Christ,

Rev. Sam Perez
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SPECIAL FINANCIAL NEED:  
Please consider supporting the work in Jersey City.  There is 
presently a 50% shortfall in monthly expenses.  Please feel 
free to contact merfny@gmail.com for more information.

Perez family



Ontario, CA, US 
Rev. Taylor & Ariana Kern 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the end of the earth.” (Act 1:8 ESV) 

Dear brothers and sisters in the Lord Jesus Christ, greetings 
from the saints in the Spanish Language ministry of Ontario 
URC, in Southern California. We are so thankful for this oppor-
tunity to thank you all, our sister churches in the URCNA, for 
your prayers, love, and generous support. ¡Muchas gracias! 

We hope you will be encouraged by what the Lord has been 
doing in and through us since our last update. Here are a few 
noteworthy things: 

• Troy and Sandra Briceño (son Jose-Alberto), recently 
made profession of faith. Praise the Lord! They have been 
a joyous addition to our church family and an answer to 
prayer. The Briceños moved to the area this year and ever 
since they have opened their doors to the church. Pastor 
Kern leads a Bible study in their home on Tuesday nights 
as we work through Paul’s letter to the Romans. In addi-
tion, Brandon Christian (a Cuban American) is in our mem-
bership class.

• After much discussion and prayer, the consistory of On-
tario URC decided to designate the Spanish Ministry as a 
church plant with the goal of particularization. This gives 
us a clearer direction for the future as we aim towards self-
sufficiency and self-propagation - we hope to plant more 
Spanish language ministries in California. We happily in-
form you all that our general offering has significantly in-
creased over the past 2 years.  

• The steering committee for the 
church plant named the ministry 
El Mesías (the Messiah), since 
the person and work of Jesus 
the Christ is central to what we 
do, who we are, and what we 
long to become. Our new web-
site is www.elmesiasontario.com.

• We are organizing a small-scale conference on the Refor-
mation (October 21st.) Along with pastor Kern, we invited 
Dr. Charles Telfer from Westminster Seminary California 
to give a lecture on Martin Luther and John Calvin. Please 
pray for the Lord’s blessing on this outreach endeavor, es-
pecially as pastor Kern goes from church to church invit-
ing local Spanish language pastors to come join us.

• The Bible study with the construction workers in Asuza, 
CA, is also still in progress and bearing fruit, as Pastor 
Kern disciples these men from ground-zero.  

In addition to these activities, the Kern family (Taylor, Ariana, 
and Josiah) rejoices to announce that they are pregnant with 
their second son who is due in February, 2018. Again, thank 
you for your support and prayers. In particular, please pray 
that the LORD our God, who is one, would keep us united as 
one. The enemy will always try to divide us when we force-
fully attempt to wedge the gospel of light into the darkness 
of this age. Yet we have this hope in Jesus, the Messiah, “the 
darkness is passing away and the true light is already shining” 
(1 Jn. 2:8).
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